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The PappyShow are an award-winning playful, physical and visual ensemble theatre 

company, formed in January 2013 by Kane Husbands in order to provide a much-needed 

space for actors to train in physical theatre. We are a diverse company; difference and 

diversity are the cornerstones to our work and process. We use exercise, training and a physical 

and therapeutic approach to devise and create our  work. 

The PappyShow are an Associate 

Company of New Diorama Theatre, 

National Youth Theatre and The North Wall.  

The PappyShow are Marc Benga, Sam 

Hardie, Bea Holland, Rachel-Leah Hosker, 

Kane Husbands, Saxon Mudge, Kwami 

Odoom, Kamran Vahabi & Seda Yildiz.

Director’s Note 

A curiosity about difference has followed me my whole life. I was raised in Birmingham, a hub 

of multiculturalism; I grew up in a mixed-race household, often questioning ‘where do I see 

myself?’; my work has taken me around the world seeing a whole host of differences. From 

this lived experience I ask, how have we created and maintained a society that favours 

some over others? How is it that we are all born into different bodies and some bodies do 

better in society than others? 

From Reclaim the Streets to Black Lives Matter protests, we continuously see marginalised 

identities struggling to be represented and heard.  Over the past 2 years the world has started 

to wake up to ‘difference’ and how it can be celebrated for some and condoned for others;  

whether it’s the backlash of the global majority in sports, hearing racist, sexist and ableist 

rhetoric from institutions, organisations and leaders or the  performative and often insincere 

efforts from some. 

At The PappyShow, people from different communities have been a huge part of our practice 

since we began.  We have spent years working to create  rooms where all identities can take 

up space and we want to share with you some of the joyful  stories of individual and communal 

triumph as well as the heart-breaking stories of the underdog, of commitment, perseverance, 

determination and breakthrough. 

There are big questions we are still considering - what stories should we be sharing in these 

times? Who has permission to tell them? How can trauma contribute to our identity and not 

define us?

We wholeheartedly acknowledge the complicated world we grow up, develop and live in – 

we know not everyone is going  to be treated the same, but what if we could all have an 

equal chance? 
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